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What do we want to discuss today?

Stereotypes

Differences Social Skills

Integration
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Some memories
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First time in China
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Stereotypes
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Are stereotypes or cultural traits still valid in a globalized world?
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Stereotypes on
Chinese and Swiss
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Groupwork: Stereotypes about Chinese and Swiss people

« Some examples about stereotypes of Chinese people/ culture:

« Some examples about stereotypes of Swiss people / culture:
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Common stereotypes

Chinese: are clever and fast thinkers

Swiss: are very clean and orderly people
Chinese: can memorize text and numbers easily
Swiss: are very secretive and discreet
Chinese: are shy and show little emotions
Swiss: do not care much about their families
Chinese: cant think independently

Swiss: are rational and opportunistic
Chinese: smile always

Swiss: have money

Chinese: are very good business people
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Differences
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Differences of Chinese and Swiss Culture:

,saving or loosing face”
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Childhood
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Differences of Chinese and Swiss Culture:

Example Childhood:

China: Switzerland:
 one child policy » average family concept 2 children
» absent parental structures  nuclear family as the ideal setting

» extended family through grandparents o part time* grandparents

» child as self-centered individual in early |« adaptation to a democratic culture
childhood

- early developement of special skills « enjoyment of childhood as first priority
* pressure for excellence « contentment with average education
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Beispiele der Klnstlerin
Yang Liu
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Couples, marriage & family




Differences of Chinese and Swiss Culture

Differences of Chinese and Swiss Culture:

Example Couples, marriage & family:

China: Switzerland:

« Marriage: a practical matter? « Marriage: a romantic concept?

 ,Love" as only one of decisive factors * Love as main basis for success

« Little display of affection in public * physical attachment as testimony of

« out of wedlock partnership not accepted | love

« family-oriented culture * long lasting relationships out of wedlock

« extended family as dominating factor « friends-oriented culture
 nuclear family core concept of family
image
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Relationships in society
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Differences of Chinese and Swiss Culture:

Example: Relationships in society

China:

Switzerland:

* relationship management (Guanxi)
» dependence on others

» Guanxi can replace law & order

» network of friends large & growing
 group identity

* relationship skills not crucial for survival
* independence

* the law first, relationships secondly

* limited circle of friends by choice

* individual identity

the on-going maintenance of good relationships are crucial for each

member of Chinese society!

in Switzerland, despite an isolated lifestyle, a network of institutions

will take care of the individual
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Differences of Chinese and Swiss Culture:

Example: Nationalism

Switzerland / Austria;

China:

« small political relevance

 generally less emotions on the issue
e nationalism only marginal

* pragmatism

« atmosphere sterile

* perfect organization

* one event of many

« already forgotten

* highest political priority

» collective enthusiasm

* possibility to gain stature in the world
* historically important

* beginning of a new era

* birth of a new super power

* long enduring impact on collective
memory
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Differences of Chinese and Swiss Culture:

Work and private life: Switzerland
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Differences of Chinese and Swiss Culture:

Work and private life: China
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Integration: life in Switzerland in general

which are the most important guide lines for a better understanding?

Saying YES should mean YES. In Switzerland a clear NO is acceptable, but should
come with an explanation.

Although Swiss have a long tradition of consensus culture, it is common to
share different opinions with each other.

Swiss society accepts foreigners, as long as they work and respect law and order.
Criticism of Switzerland is not accepted, when in the beginning of a relationship.

Swiss society is promoting a noiseless lifestyle. In China, noise and liveliness
IS considered as something positive
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Integration: life in Switzerland @ work

Swiss like to keep private and business separate

The Swiss boss does not like exaggerated displays of respect
Consensus-oriented environment exists in both cultures

Work first, fun after

False modesty creates confusion

Diplomacy in modest portions is accepted

Some points on body language and greetings

Informal setting: Coffee / lunch break is an important ice breaker
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Invitation to someones home / restaurant
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Integration: private life in Switzerland

invitation to a home / restaurant

For lunch / dinner / party: a small present, flowers accepted
Do not expect a large group at a party

Informality creates a good atmosphere

Refrain from heated discussions on political issues

Swiss people like to eat slowly and talk in between courses
Table manners are crucial for a good impression

Drinking culture is very different! The next day...
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Integration & Social Skills
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Work in pairs:

* Which social skills and behaviors are important for a better cultural
understanding between Chinese and Swiss people?
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Learning from each other
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National

. Pluralism Society
conscliousness

Growth Environment

Common Ground all Levels
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